The Objects of Physics, Mathematics and First Philosophy
In a previous article I proved that the influence of the Neoplatonists, in particular Proklos, is evident in both the terminology and the arguments developed by Eustratios. This influence seems to be widespread throughout the three commentaries written by this Byzantine author.
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Focusing on the problem of the Aristotelian distinction between absolute ( πλ ς) and conditional necessity ( π σεως), I emphasized that Eustratios interprets this distinction within a non-Aristotelian framework. Despite the complementarity in Aristotle of the two kinds of necessity, he strictly applies the absolute one to what he calls "beings in the proper sense of the term" (κυρ ως ντα), which he describes as those beings properly so-called which always remain self-identical (τ ε κατ τ α τ κα σα τως ντα); and the conditional one to "that which is never a proper being" ( ντως δ π τε ν), which he associates with what is subject to coming to be and passing away.
5 He also situates this particular interpretation of Aristotle's different kinds of necessity within the framework of the Neoplatonic distinction between "causes" (α τια) and "concomitant causes" (συνα τια). Only the first can be considered causes properly so-called as they are "the only ones which transcend their effects" (μ να τ ν α τιατ ν ρηται).
6 In both cases, Eustratios quotes Proklos literally.
7
This preference for Neoplatonic sources is reflected in the peculiar argumentative structure which often seems to characterize Eustratios' commentary on book VI of the Nicomachean Ethics. His comments on the different lemmata are often introduced by an initial "safe" explanation of the Aristotelian text, in which Eustratios seems to simply expand the lemma with material of his own or taken from the tradition of the Late antique commentators. He then introduces a further interpretative level by using a terminology referable to the Neoplatonic tradition, in particular to Proklos, which seems to be more representative of Eustratios' position. 
